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A comparatively modest present,
but the good ones which I can give.

"Only who knows his past has a future."
Wilhelm von Humboldt (1767-1835)





Foreword
This book contains the facts, who, where, when, but not the story of our family. 
If you can add to our history or have an anecdote to tell, then please share it 
and help make our story come alive. Even little things, like your cousin the 
fisherman who didn't eat fish, will make our story more personal. If you can 
add to our story, please contact me! I hope to have at least a photo of 
everyone who is here. It is amazing how often there is a close resemblance for 
relatives separated by generations.

John Hanrahan

December 07, 2022

This is information found posted on the Internet.  To date, I have not been
able to prove this information.  However, this posting did make sense as it 
had appropriate family listing and they were in Nyland, Suffolk, England.

This reference to John Kent, my ancestor, is the name found coming to 
the colonies in 1645 on the ship Increase with brother Joshua Kent.  They  
settled in Dedham, Ma.

He married Hannah Griswold (Grizwold) in 1662.  They then relocated to 
Charleston, Ma and raised their family there.

I have a web site by scrolling down on the first page will have reports I 
made about two John Kents in Massachusetts.

The second John Kent was born in Newbury in 1645 to a Richard Kent.  To 
date there is no connection found between these to families.  Richard Kent 
immigrated to the colonies in 1634 from a location in Southern England.

https://jhanrahan.weebly.com/ 

My contact information is at the above website

My Ancestry dot com URL for this John Kent is:

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/113853432/
person/222003147712/facts

https://jhanrahan.weebly.com/
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/113853432/person/222003147712/facts
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Introduction
The following pages list data for all known family members as of December 07, 
2022.

Each immediate family is presented in their own section that contains a 
graphical family tree as well as a description with information about each 
referenced person and their children. The child section provides information 
about the children of the preceding couple. When a child has offspring of their 
own this is presented in a separate family section for that child. In this case a 
'+' is used to denote that an individual will appear later in the book as a parent 
with his/her own children and there is a link to the appropriate family reference 
number. For children with partners but no offspring the partner data is given 
with the reference family. Roman numerals, followed by a period, are used to 
indicate the birth order.

In the chapter titled "Family of the Starting Person" the ancestors of John Kent 
are presented in a kind of enhanced Pedigree Chart which displays the graphic 
representation of their direct-line ancestors and the children of the couple. This 
chapter contains information about the couple whose offspring are listed in the 
later chapters.

The chapter titled "Families of his Descendants" provides details (as known as 
of the publication date) for the offspring of John Kent. There is a chapter for 
each generation. Relatives are listed in the order of the nearness of their 
relationship.

Sources for the information provided are given in the footnotes.

This document reports the details of 15 individuals, of whom 8 are male and 7 
are female. Of the 10 individuals with recorded birth and death dates, the 
average lifespan was 64.7 years. Of these, 6 males averaged 62.5 years, and 4 
females averaged 68 years. The longest living male was John Browne 
(ca.1585–1662), who died aged 77. The longest living female was Dorothy Kent 
(1583–1673), who died aged 90. 
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Family of the Starting Person
John Kent

John
Kent
–1546

Robert
Kent

1540–1591

1. John Kent. John died in Broadwater, Worthing, West Sussex, England, 
in March 1546.[1] 

Son of John Kent:

+ 2 m I. Robert Kent was born in Broadwater in 1540.[1] He died in 
Broadwater in 1591 at the age of 51.[1, 2] 

1 Ancestry.com, Public Member Trees (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006), Ancestry.com, Record 
for Robert Kent. https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1030&h=152311243336&indiv=try.

2 Ancestry.com, West Sussex, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 (Lehi, UT, 
USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2022), Ancestry.com, West Sussex Record Office; Brighton, England; Sussex 
Parish Registers; Reference: Par 128/1/1/1. Record for Robert Kent. https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?db=62121&h=249892&indiv=try.
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Families of his Descendants
1st Generation

Robert Kent
John
Kent
–1546

Robert
Kent

1540–1591

John Henry Alice
Kent Kent

ca.1560–1621 1565–

2. Robert Kent was born in 1540 in Broadwater, Worthing, West Sussex, 
England.[3] He was the son of John Kent (1).

Robert died in Broadwater in 1591 at the age of 51.[3, 4] He was buried in 
Lodsworth, Chichester, on September 03, 1591.[4] 

Children of Robert Kent:

+ 3 m I. John Henry Kent was born in Hawkedon, Suffolk, about 
1560.[3] He died in Bures St Mary on February 19, 1621, at 
the age of 61.[3] 

f II. Alice Kent was born in Broadwater, Worthing, West 
Sussex, in 1565.[3] 

3 Ancestry.com, Public Member Trees (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006), Ancestry.com, Record 
for Robert Kent. https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1030&h=152311243336&indiv=try.

4 Ancestry.com, West Sussex, England, Church of England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 1538-1812 (Lehi, UT, 
USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2022), Ancestry.com, West Sussex Record Office; Brighton, England; Sussex 
Parish Registers; Reference: Par 128/1/1/1. Record for Robert Kent. https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-
bin/sse.dll?db=62121&h=249892&indiv=try.
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Figure 1: West Sussex, England, Church of 
England Baptisms, Marriages and Burials, 

1538-1812 - Robert Kent
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2nd Generation

Family of John Kent and Rose Borham
John
Kent
–1546

Robert
Kent

1540–1591

John Henry Rose
Kent Borham

ca.1560–1621 ca.1563–1647

Marriage: 1584

Dorothy John
Kent Kent

1583–1673 ca.1600–1673

3. John Henry Kent was born about 1560 in Hawkedon, Suffolk, 
England.[5] He was the son of Robert Kent (2).

John Henry died in Bures St Mary on February 19, 1621, at the age of 
61.[5] 

John Henry married Rose Borham on April 30, 1584, at FHL Film 
Number: 919631 in Stoke By Nayland. They had two children.

Rose was born in Hawkedon about 1563. She reached 84 years of age 
and died in Stoke By Clare, st John the baptist, on April 27, 1647.

Children of John Henry Kent and Rose Borham:

+ 4 f I. Dorothy Kent was born in Hawkedon in 1583. She died in 
Swansea, Briston, Ma/RI, USA, on January 27, 1673, at the 
age of 90.

+ 5 m II. John Kent was born in Nayland about 1600. He died in 
Preston, St Mary, on June 12, 1673, at the age of 73.

5 Ancestry.com, Public Member Trees (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2006), Ancestry.com, Record 
for Robert Kent. https://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1030&h=152311243336&indiv=try.
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3rd Generation

Family of Dorothy Kent and John Browne
Robert
Kent

1540–1591

John Henry Rose
Kent Borham

ca.1560–1621 ca.1563–1647

John Dorothy
Browne Kent

ca.1585–1662 1583–1673

Marriage: 1625

4. Dorothy Kent was born in 1583 in Hawkedon, Suffolk, England. She 
was the daughter of John Henry Kent (3) and Rose Borham.

She was buried at East Providence, RI, USA in Ancient Little Neck 
Cemetery in 1673. Dorothy died in Swansea, Briston, Ma/RI, USA, on 
January 27, 1673, at the age of 90.

Dorothy married John Browne in 1625 in England. John was born in 
Hawkedon, Suffolk, England, about 1585.

John was buried at East Providence, RI, USA in Ancient Little Neck 
Cemetery in 1662. He reached 77 years of age and died in Rehoboth, 
Ma/RI, USA, on April 10, 1662.

Family of John Kent and Alice Woodthorpe
Robert
Kent

1540–1591

John Henry Rose
Kent Borham

ca.1560–1621 ca.1563–1647

John Alice
Kent Woodthorpe

ca.1600–1673 1604–1641

Marriage: 1625

Joshua
John (Of 
Dedham) Mary Joseph

Kent Kent Sr Kent Kent Sr
ca.1620–ca.1664 ca.1633–>1700 1636– ca.1637–1704

5. John Kent was born about 1600 in Nayland, Suffolk, England. He was 
the son of John Henry Kent (3) and Rose Borham.
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John died in Preston, St Mary, on June 12, 1673, at the age of 73.

At the age of 25, John married Alice Woodthorpe on July 14, 1625, in 
Chilton by Sudbury when she was 20 years old. They had four children.

Alice was born in Lamarsh, Essex, on September 30, 1604. She reached 
36 years of age and died in Nayland, Suffolk, on April 01, 1641.

Children of John Kent and Alice Woodthorpe:

m I. Joshua Kent was born at Alt: Abt 1626, Nayland, Suffolk, 
England in England about 1620. He immigrated before 
1643.

Joshua died in Dedham Norfolk, Ma, Us, about 1664 at the 
age of 44.[6, 7] His estate was probated on February 22, 
1664, in Plymouth, Massachusetts, USA.[6] 

More facts and events for Joshua Kent:

England & Colonies[8]Residence: 1633
Joshua Kent's homes

Residence: 1643 Joshua To England and stating bringing two brothers 
back in 1645.[8]

+ 6 m II. John (Of Dedham) Kent Sr was born in Suffolk, England, 
about 1633.[9, 10] He died in Charleston, Suffolk, 
Massachusetts, USA, after 1700.[11] 

f III. Mary Kent was born in Stoke By Nayland, Suffolk, on April 
13, 1636.

+ 7 m IV. Joseph Kent Sr was born in England about 
1637. He died in Swansea, Bristol, Ma (Now is 
Rhode Island,) USA, on September 05, 1704, 
at the age of 67.[12] Joseph

6 Ancestry.com, Massachusetts, Wills and Probate Records, 1635-1991 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, 
Inc., 2015), Ancestry.com, Suffolk County Wills; Author: McGhan, Judith; Probate Place: Plymouth, Massachusetts.

7 Ancestry.com, U.S., New England Marriages Prior to 1700 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2012), 
Ancestry.com, Genealogical Publishing Co.; Baltimore, MD, USA; Volume Title: New England Marriages Prior to 
1700.

8 [no source-citation information].
9 Ancestry.com, Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, 

Inc., 2011).
10 Ancestry.com, North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 

2016), Ancestry.com, Book Title: History and genealogy of the Kent family : de[s]cendants of Richard Kent, Sen , 
who came to America.

11 Ancestry.com, Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, 
Inc., 2011), Ancestry.com.

12 Ancestry.com, Mayflower Deeds and Probates, 1600-1850 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2013), 
Ancestry.com.
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4th Generation

Family of John Kent and Hannah Griswold
John Henry Rose

Kent Borham
ca.1560–1621 ca.1563–1647

John Alice
Kent Woodthorpe

ca.1600–1673 1604–1641

John (Of 
Dedham) Hannah
Kent Sr Griswold

ca.1633–>1700

Marriage: 1662

6. John (Of Dedham) Kent Sr was born about 1633 at Alt: 29 Oct 1627, 
Nayland, Suffolk, England in Suffolk, England.[13, 14] He was the son of 
John Kent (5) and Alice Woodthorpe.

John (Of Dedham) immigrated to Dedham Norfolk, Ma, Us, on April 15, 
1645. He died in Charleston, Suffolk, Massachusetts, USA, after 1700.[15] 
28 Aug 1702? 

More facts and events for John (Of Dedham) Kent Sr:

Dedham, Norfolk, Massachusetts, USA[16]Residence: May 16, 1652
John Kent of Dedham & Charleston, Ma

Residence: April 13, 1673 Charleston, Massachusetts, USA[15, 16]

Residence: 1688 Charlestown, Middlesex County, MA[17]

Residence: USA[18]

13 Ancestry.com, Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, 
Inc., 2011).

14 Ancestry.com, North America, Family Histories, 1500-2000 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 
2016), Ancestry.com, Book Title: History and genealogy of the Kent family : de[s]cendants of Richard Kent, Sen , 
who came to America.

15 Ancestry.com, Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, 
Inc., 2011), Ancestry.com.

16 [no source-citation information].
17 Ancestry.com, Massachusetts, U.S., Compiled Census and Census Substitutes Index, 1790-1890 (Provo, UT, USA, 

Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 1999), Ancestry.com.
18 Ancestry.com, Genealogies of the different families bearing the name of Kent in the United States (Provo, UT, 

Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2005), Ancestry.com.
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John (Of Dedham) married Hannah Griswold on March 21, 1662, in 
Dedham, Norfolk.[19–21] 

Figure 2: John Kent Will

Figure 3: Kent Families by Briggs

19 Ancestry.com, American Marriages Before 1699 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 1997), 
Ancestry.com.

20 Yates Publishing, U.S. and International Marriage Records, 1560-1900 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations 
Inc, 2004), Ancestry.com, Source number: 1384.000; Source type: Electronic Database; Number of Pages: 1; 
Submitter Code: RH1.

21 Heritage Consulting, Millennium File (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2003), Ancestry.com.
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Figure 4: U.S., New England Marriages Prior 
to 1700

Figure 5: John Kent of Dedham

Figure 6: John Kent, Son of Richard Knet 
Massachusetts, Town and Vital Records, 1620-

1988

Figure 7: John Kent
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Figure 8: Kent John and Hannah Gizold 
marriage

Figure 9: John Kent Marriage to Hannah 
Griswold

Figure 10: Kent Memorial. Kent England

Figure 11: Kent John and Joshua



Descendants of John Kent

- 23 -

Figure 12: Kent Book History and Genealogy 
of the Kent Family Richard Kent Figure 13: Kent Book History of Suffield

Figure 14: Kent Book Immigrants to new 
England 1634-1635 Volume IV  I-L

Figure 15: Kent Book Jospeh Atkins Family 
Story with a Kent
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Figure 16: Kent Book Tenney Family Figure 17: Kent Book The Early Records of the 
Town of Dedham Ma 1636-1639

Figure 18: Kent Book The Grantees and 
Settlement of Hampton NH

Figure 19: Francis Griswold Book 2
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Figure 20: Genealogies of the different 
families bearing the name of Kent in the 

United States
Figure 21: John and Joshua Kent

Figure 22: Massachusetts, Town and Vital 
Records, 1620-1988

Figure 23: John Kent of Dedham 1st Church
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Figure 24: John Kent of Dedham now 
Charleston Massachusetts, Town and Vital 

Records, 1620-1988 Church Release
Figure 25: Kent Surnames Massachusetts, 

Town and Vital Records, 1620-1988

Family of Joseph Kent and Susannah George
John Henry Rose

Kent Borham
ca.1560–1621 ca.1563–1647

John Alice
Kent Woodthorpe

ca.1600–1673 1604–1641

Joseph Susannah
Kent Sr George

ca.1637–1704 1643–1704

Marriage: ca.1665

7. Joseph Kent Sr was born about 1637 at Alt: abt 1629  
Nayland, Suffolk, England in England. He was the son of 
John Kent (5) and Alice Woodthorpe.

Joseph died at (Same as above) in Swansea, Bristol, Ma 
(Now is Rhode Island,) USA, on September 05, 1704, at the 
age of 67.[22] 

Joseph Kent Sr

More facts and events for Joseph Kent Sr:

Bristol County, Rhode Island, USA[23]Residence: 1645 - 1704
Kent Brothers Joshua, John, and Joseph Kent

22 Ancestry.com, Mayflower Deeds and Probates, 1600-1850 (Provo, UT, USA, Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2013), 
Ancestry.com.

23 Ancestry.com, Genealogies of the different families bearing the name of Kent in the United States (Provo, UT, 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2005), Ancestry.com.
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Residence: Swansea, Massachusetts[22]

Joseph married Susannah George about 1665 in Taunton, Bristol, 
Massachusetts, United States. Susannah was born in Braintree, Norfolk, 
Massachusetts, USA, on January 14, 1643.

She reached 60 years of age and died in Taunton, Briston, Ma, in 1704.

Figure 26: Kent Joseph Figure 27: Joseph Kent Sr Mayflower Deeds 
and Probates, 1600-1850

More figures:
Page 20, Figure 3: Kent Families by Briggs
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